The Procurement Act 2023 came into force on 24 February 2025 and sets new procedures for public contracts above defined monetary thresholds.

📌 Model Standing Orders – Procurement and Contracting
1. Definitions
For the purposes of these Standing Orders:
a. “Act” means the Procurement Act 2023, including all regulations and guidance made under it.
b. “Contracting Authority” means the Council when entering into contracts for goods, services or works.
c. “Public Contract” has the meaning given under the Act – a contract for the supply of goods, services or works above prescribed monetary thresholds.
d. “Below-Threshold Contract” means a contract under the Act’s financial thresholds which is still subject to the Act’s below-threshold provisions on notices and payment terms.

2. Procurement Principles
The Council shall:
a. Act in a transparent, fair and non-discriminatory manner in all procurements;
b. Seek to achieve value for money while supporting local suppliers, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), social enterprises, and voluntary organisations wherever practicable;
c. Have regard to the National Procurement Policy Statement in relation to relevant procurements;
d. Comply with the Act and associated regulations when awarding public and regulated below-threshold contracts.

3. Responsibility and Delegation
a. The Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) shall ensure that procurement activity is conducted in accordance with these Standing Orders, the Financial Regulations, and the Act.
b. All procurements estimated to exceed the applicable monetary thresholds set by the Act must be approved in advance by full Council or an appointed committee.

4. Pre-procurement Requirements
For any contract that may be subject to the Act:
a. The estimated value must be calculated in accordance with the Act’s definition of “estimated value” and must not be artificially divided to avoid thresholds.
b. Where required by law, procurements must be publicly advertised and tender notices published on the appropriate national portal (e.g., Find a Tender Service or equivalent).

5. Competition and Award Procedures
a. Above Threshold Contracts:
i. Formal competitive procedures must be used.
ii. A minimum tender period must be set in accordance with statutory requirements.
b. Below Threshold Contracts:
i. If the value is over the Act’s lower notification threshold (e.g., £30,000), the Council must publish a contract award notice where required and may follow a proportionate competition process.

6. Record-Keeping
a. Full records of the procurement process, including evaluation criteria, scores, recommendations, and contract awards, must be retained.
b. For public contracts, any required publication of key performance indicators (KPIs) must also be maintained and made publicly available if required by statute.

📌 Model Financial Regulations – Procurement Controls
1. Financial Thresholds and Application of Rules
a. All procurements must adhere to the Council’s financial thresholds, ensuring compliance with the Act’s thresholds for public and below-threshold contracts.
b. Contracts must not be structured to avoid the Act’s thresholds.

2. Procurement Planning
a. The RFO shall ensure that all procurement exercises are planned, budgeted, and scheduled to allow sufficient time and competitive engagement in accordance with statutory regulations.
b. A Procurement Plan must be submitted annually to the Council for review.

3. Competitive Quotations and Tenders
a. Up to £30,000: At least three verbal or written quotations (where practicable).
b. £30,000 up to relevant Act thresholds: At least three written quotations (where practicable).
c. Above Act Thresholds: A formal tender process must be conducted and advertised in accordance with the Act.

4. Evaluation and Award
a. Evaluation criteria must be established before issuing any invitation to quote or tender.
b. Price must not be the sole determining factor; quality, delivery, sustainability and community benefits should be considered.

5. Contract Documentation
a. All contracts must be supported by a written agreement, signed by the Clerk or authorised officer.
b. Contracts above the Act’s thresholds must contain clauses required by law (e.g., payment terms, transparency, publication duties).

6. Monitoring and Compliance
a. The RFO shall monitor compliance with these Financial Regulations and report any breaches to the Council.
b. Any significant non-compliance must be investigated and corrective action taken.

